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A Weekly Newsletter of The Veritas Classical Christian School

UNVEILING THE RHETORIC SCHOOL PLAN
Parent Forum, Tuesday, April 28" — 7:00 p.m. — Boyd Hall

Mr. Rick Trumbo and his team will present the Veritas Rhetoric School Plan,
outlining the exciting curricular and co-curricular plans we are laying to
complete the build-out of our Rhetoric School. This will include refinements
and formalization of things we are already doing, plus exciting new elements we
believe will provide a strong link between our Logic School and the Portrait of
the Graduate—a truly unique program flowing out of our mission and toward
the Portrait. Regardless of your child’s grade, you will benefit from hearing the
details of this plan. There will be prize drawings for those in attendance!
Please plan to join us for this important event!

ARTS IN THE CLASSICAL SCHOOL

Jennifer Augst, Fourth Grade Teacher

With the celebration of Arts Day, | have been thinking about the place of
fine arts in a classical school. At a time when budgets are tight and school
systems are cutting music and art instruction, it is important to consider the
value of the arts in a child’s education. Please allow me to share some of
my thoughts.

At the most basic level, fine art instruction equips students with the skills,
equipment, and time to create. This may seem like a minor priority, until
we consider that it is one of our duties as image-bearers of a creative God.
If God chooses to create and rejoices over His creation, and if we are made
in God’s image, then it makes perfect sense that humanity loves to create.
The delight of any young child who announces “Look what | made!” is a
testament to God’s joy over his masterpiece — us.

Furthermore, the fine arts have a crucial task in a classical Christian school,
where students are taught to discern truth, goodness, and beauty. In the
fine arts, children learn to judge both the technical and spiritual beauty of
a piece. A work is technically beautiful when all the elements of design are
executed skillfully with a pleasing result. It has spiritual beauty —and the
work reaches “masterpiece” status — when it draws us into contemplation of
truth and goodness. The most beautiful pieces use technical and spiritual
beauty to put the viewer in contact with some aspect of God’s heart that
resonates in our human souls.

Consider David’s Oath of the Horatjipainted in 1784, a piece in which the
technical beauty enhances the spiritual beauty. On the left, three brothers
stand together, extended their arms in strong lines toward the swords held
by their father. They are swearing to fight for Rome to the death, and their
urgency, boldness, and vigor are conveyed by the vivid reds and strong
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

STANDARDIZED TESTING
WEEK T GRADES 3-81
MONDAY, APRIL 27-
FRIDAY, MAY 1

CYPRUS HONOR HOUSE
BUSCH GARDENS TRIP i
MAY 1°7

10™ GRADE FIELD TRIP TO
NYCi APRIL 297 MAY 2P

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR
ALL GRADES i FRIDAY,
MAY 1577 11: 30 A.M. i
TEACHER WORK DAY IN
AFTERNOON

TEACHER APPRECIATION
WEEK i MAY 4-8™

HISTORY DAY i MAY 15™
GRADES 1-5ON LY i
DRESS UP AS A
CHARACTER FROM THE
TIME PERIOD YOU ARE
STUDYING

US FIELD DAY i FRIDAY,
MAY 22"°

CYRANO DE BERGERAC i
PRESENTED BY THE
VERITAS DRAMA CLUB -
FRIDAY, MAY 22"° i 7:00
P.M.i CRESTWOOD
SANCTUARY

COLONIAL DAYS GAMES
FOR KINDERGARTEN i
FIRST GRADE i
THURSDAY, MAY 28™

MEDIEVAL TOURNAMENT
FIELD DAY i FRIDAY, MAY
29™ - STUDENTS IN
GRADES 2-5
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shadows at work in their garments, as well as in their gestures. In contrast,
their female relations swoon on the right side, grouped in a similar triangle
structure, but painted in softer colors and with gentler, curving lines.

Clearly, this oath will cost the family. While the techniques of the painting
are exquisite, they serve to convey meanings on a spiritual level. We
cannot simply look at David’s painting. We must examine the questions it
presents — what is the cost of patriotism? It is courageous to be steadfastly
devoted to a cause — but is it always right? Should the women even be
grieving over such a virtuous act? In
a Christian classical school, students
may be taught to intensely examine
questions presented by artwork,
and then to formulate biblical
answers. [f they are also taught
techniques and given time, they may
create a visual response of their
own — and so join the great,
ongoing conversation of Western
culture.

Jennifer Augst is a fourth grade teacher at Veritas, and is offering fine ar
classes for children during the summéior more information, email Miss
Augst atliterarty@gmail.com

VERITAS STUDENTS SHARE THEIR
ARTWORK WITH THE WORLD!

Beth Scott, Grammar School Art Teacher

Move Over Famous Artists! Veritas Classical Christian School artists are
taking over the spotlight! Mrs. Scott, the school's Art Teacher, has teamed
up with Artsonia, www.artsonia.com -- the world's largest online kid's art
museum -- to display the students' artwork. So far only a couple of grades
have been added, but as your child gets their first posting you will receive a
notification. Within the month each student should have at least one
masterpiece on line. If anyone would like to help post additional artwork,
let Mrs. Scott know.

Anyone can view the school gallery online at:
www.artsonia.com/schools/Veritas8. Visitors can browse the artwork in the
school gallery by grade level, or by specific exhibits. Each artist has a “Fan Club”,
which family and friends can join, they can leave on line comments, which upon
your approval, will be posted for your child to see. Fans receive automatic
updates when work is published. Students can earn awards for positive
comments which are displayed next to the artwork in the school’s gallery. In
addition, family members can purchase keepsakes imprinted with the child's
artwork, with Artsonia donating 15 percent of their annual product revenue
back to school art programs.
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VPA CONNECTIONS

PARENT PRAYER TIMES Please
join us as we lift up the needs of
the Veritas Community to the Lord.
As always, younger siblings are
welcome to attend with their
parents.

e Thursdays 1 8:05-8:30
a.m.1 Siblings are
welcome

DRAMA PRACTICE

Monday, April 27" i 3:00-5:30
p.m.in Sanctuary

MUSIC PRACTICES

No special chorus practices
during Standardized Testing
Week

ATHLETIC DATES

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK
PRACTICE — TUESDAY/THURSDAY
—3:15-5:15 P.M. —-CRESTWOOD

VARSITY TRACK PRACTICE -
MONDAY-3:15-5:15 P.M. -
CRESTWOOD

VARSITY TRACK MEET -
TUESDAY- COLLEGIATE SCHOOL
3:30 P.M.

FENCING -
TUESDAYS/THURSDAYS — 4:00-
5:00 P.M. AT THE UPPER SCHOOL
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