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WHY LEARN HISTORY?

Mr. Trumbo, Principal & Guest Speaker at Grammar School
‘ = Assembly

Many of my peers objected to
history. They thought history was
boring or would have agreed with
Henry Ford, who once famously
remarked, “History is just one (word
deleted) fact after another.” If Henry
Ford were right, history would indeed
be rather worthless.

A note of caution. Another famous speaker once remarked, “Those who fail
to learn history are doomed to repeat it.” This is literally true—if you do
not pass history, you will have to repeat the course—but it is also true at a
deeper level. Unless we learn from the past, we as people and as a society
will continue to make the same mistakes repeatedly. | want to share with
you two answers to why we should learn history. The classical answer is
best represented by the Roman historian wrote in the preface to his History
of Rome from the Founding of the City:

There is this exceptionally beneficial and fruitful adviage

to be derived from the study of the past, that you see, set in the
clear light of historical truth, examples of every possible type.
From these you may select for yourself and your country what
to imitate, and also what, as being mischievous in its inception
disastrous n its issues, you are to avoid

Livy is telling us that history can give us excellent models both for how we
ought to live our lives, and also warnings about mistakes to avoid. Asyou
study history, pay attention to the greatness you ought to imitate, and also
the foolish mistakes that you ought to avoid in your own life. James
Madison did this when he kept a copy of Polybius’ Historyin front of him
throughout the Constitutional Convention—the American Founders
borrowed heavily from the wisdom of the Roman government.

Even more important than the classical answer is the Christian answer. In
Psalm 106:6-14 and 43-45 the psalmist observes that Israel often failed to
trust in God because they forgot what He had done for them in the past.
As you learn about how God has shown Himself faithful in history, and as
you experience God’s faithfulness in your own life, hold on to these events
and be encouraged when troubles come your way and you are tempted to
doubt that God will continue to care for you and guide you.
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

MUFFINS WITH MOM i
TUESDAY, MAY 19™ i 7:30
i 7:55 A.M.

US FIELD DAY i FRIDAY,
MAY 22"° i HUGUENOT
PARK i 12:00-2:30 P.M.

CYRANO DE BERGERAC i
PRESENTED BY THE
VERITAS DRAMA CLUB -
FRIDAY, MAY 22"° i 7:00
P.M. i CW

COLONIAL DAYS GAMES
FOR KINDERGARTEN i
FIRST GRADE i

8am.i 12 p.m. -
THURSDAY, MAY 28™

MEDIEVAL TOURNAMENT
FIELD DAY i FRIDAY, MAY
29™ - STUDENTS IN
GRADES 2-57 JEAN DAY
FOR GRADES K-5

UPPER SCHOOLS EXAM
WEEK T JUNE 2-471 US
STUDENTS DISMISSED AT
12 P.M. WITH OPTIONAL
STUDY HALL UNTIL 3 P.M.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL
SPELLING BEE IN
SANCTUARY i
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 37 i
8:15 A.M. i GRADES 3-5

FIRST GRADE PRESENTS
iPETER RAIBBU TOo
ARE INVITED! i

THURSDAY, JUNE 4™ AT

10 A.M.
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Veritas Drama Team Presents

Friday, May 22" 1 7:00 p.m.

The Veritas Drama Team under the direction of Debbie
Goldsmith invites you to attend our first ever drama.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. You won’t want to miss this

exciting event.

A Note to the Cast: Dress rehearsal will be Thursday, May 21* from 3:00-
5:30 p.m. Meet in the sanctuary. For the actual performance, cast and crew
members need to arrive at 4 p.m. Dinner will be provided.

FIRST GRADE READING CONTEST RESULTS!

Mr s . Emmons and Mrs. Shel byos

Congratulations to our 32 first grade students. They were challenged to
read, read, read for 10 days and record the number of pages they read. This
year was a record breaking one for the Annual First Grade Reading Contest
with 35,095 pages read!!! They celebrated with a sub sandwich, ice cream
sundae party. Congratulations First Graders!!

SUMMER MATH PRACTICE
Beverly Schuping, Upper Schools Math Teacher

Once again this year, | am recommending a summer workbook to keep
your child's math skills sharp during the three-month break. The "Summer
Skills Sharpener" workbooks are excellent mixed-problems-on-each-page
review books. These are intended to refine and cement skills from the
student's current ('08-'09) math level. There are approximately 30 pages

in each grade-level workbook that should be completed at a pace of one
page, three times a week for ten weeks. Answer sheets are provided in the
back of each book. These books can be ordered online at
summerskills.com. Each workbook costs $19, including shipping. The
website allows you to view sample pages from each book. In addition, | will
put a couple books | have in the Grammar School office for you to preview.
If you have any questions, please contact me at
bschuping@veritasschool.com.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED TO MOW

Bryan Wynn, Facilities Committee

We are in need of someone to mow the grass on our
new property. Crestwood Presbyterian is willing to
temporarily loan their riding lawn mower to us with the
understanding that a responsible adult operates it.
Please contact Bryan Wynn, wynnva@msn.com.
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PARENT PRAYER TIMES Please
join us as we lift up the needs of

As always, younger siblings are
welcome to attend with their
parents.
e Thursdays i 8:05-8:30
a.m.i Siblings are
welcome

MUFFINS WITH MOM i
TUESDAY, MAY 19™ AT 7:30
A.M.i ALL MOMS,
GRANDMOTHERS AND
SPECIAL FRIENDS INVITED!

Monday, May 18" i
3:00-5:30 p.m. in Sanctuary

MUSIC PRACTICES
YMC i Mondays i
7:15-7:50 a.m.
Tuesdays 1
7:15 -7:50 a.m.
Wednesdays i
3:00-3:45 p.m.
Thursdays i
7:157 7:50 a.m.
Fridays 1
7:15-7:50 a.m.

YMC i
YMQ i
YWC i

YWQ i

TUESDAY, MAY 19™ - VARSITY &
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK
PRACTICE & EVALUATION — 3:15-
5:15 P.M. —CRESTWOOD

THURSDAY, MAY 21°" — FINAL
TRACK WORKSOUT FOR ALL
RUNNERS AND PIZZA SUPPER -
3:15-6:30 P.M. —CRESTWOOD

the Veritas Community to the Lord.

DRAMA PRACTICE

ATHLETIC DATES
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VPA CONNECTIONS

ANCYRANO DE BERGERA
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